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Why Rank? Globalisation

4 million internationally mobile students – 7 million by  2020

200+ branch campuses

40 per cent of research papers published by world top 200 
universities are internationally co-authored

Source/footnotes goes in this space here at 10pt - 8pt Helvetica



Why rank? Rankings perform a helpful function

“Rankings… encourage institutions to move beyond their internal 
conversations to participate in broader national and international 
discussions”

“Rankings… foster collaboration, such as research partnerships, 
student and faculty exchange programmes”

“Rankings prompt change in areas that directly improve student 
learning”

Source: US Institute for Higher Education Policy (IHEP). May 2009



Growing influence among students

Source: IDP research, October 2012



Growing influence…

Source: IDP research, October 2012



Times Higher Education’s responsibility

“The responsibility weighs heavily on our shoulders. We are 
very much aware that national policies and multi-million 
pound decision are influenced by the rankings… We feel we 
have a duty to improve how we compile the rankings…

“We believe that universities deserve a rigorous, robust and 
transparent set of rankings – a serious tool for the sector, not 
just an annual curiosity.”

Source: Ann Mroz, editor Times Higher Education magazine, November 2009



A new ranking system for a new era.



What makes a great university?



The four key pillars:

ResearchTeaching
Knowledge 

Transfer
Global 
outlook



World University Rankings: 
Methodology

Methodology used for 2011-12 World University rankings and 2012-13.



Reactions to the World University Rankings methodology

“Times Higher Education rankings – now increasingly seen as the gold 
standard.”

Ferdinand Von Prondzynski, Vice Chancellor, Robert Gordon University

“The new methodology employed by Times Higher Education is less heavily 
weighted towards subjective assessments of reputation and uses more 
robust citation measures. This bolsters confidence in the evaluation 
method.”

Steve Smith, Vice Chancellor, Exeter University

“I congratulate THE for reviewing their methodology to produce this new 
picture of the best in higher education.”

David Willetts, UK minister for universities









The results: 2012-13 



The results 2012-13: Top by region 

12 ETH Zurich

27 University of Tokyo

28 University of Melbourne

113 University of Cape Town

137 Hebrew University of Jerusalem

158 University of Sao Paulo



The results 2012-13: Japan 

27 University of Tokyo (Japan)

54 Kyoto University (Japan)

128 Tokyo Institute of Technology (Japan)

137 Tohoku University (Japan)

147 Osaka University (Japan)

221 Nagoya University

266 Tokyo Metropolitan University

295 Tokyo Medical and Dental University

310 University of Tsukuba

314 Hokkaido University

336 Kyushu University

360 Keio University

395 Waseda University



The results 2012-13: by country 

111 US

48 UK

25 Germany

19 Australia

19 Canada

14 Italy

13 Japan

13 Netherlands

12 France

10 Sweden





The results 2012-13: promotional activity



The results 2012-13: promotional activity



The results 2012-13: promotional activity





The results 2012-13: Japan in detail.



THE World University Rankings on the iPhone



THE: the global rankings portfolio

March: World Reputation 
Rankings

The Times Higher Education
World Reputation Rankings 
2013 will be launched on 
Tuesday 5 March 2013 at 
the British Council’s Going 
Global conference in Dubai.



THE: the global rankings portfolio

April: THE 100 Under 50



Teaching indicators

Thomson Reuters, InCites TM



Research indicators

Thomson Reuters, InCites TM



International indicators

Thomson Reuters, InCites TM
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