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Masashi Negishi is Professor of Applied Linguistics at Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (TUFS), Japan. He
received his PhD from the University of Reading, UK. He has participated in a number of research projects,
including national education surveys and the development of English proficiency tests, such as Cambridge
Examinations, GTEC (Global Test of English Communication) for STUDENTS, EIKEN, the National Center Test,
SST (Standard Speaking Test), etc. He is a member of the CEFR-J Project, and his current interests focus on the
application of the Common European Framework of Reference for languages (CEFR) to English language teaching
in Japan and the analysis of criterial features across the CEFR levels. He was on the Commission on the
Development of Foreign Language Proficiency and is at present a member of various committees on Foreign

Language Education Policy at national and local level.
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The impact of nontransparency of entrance examinations in Japan

Davidson (2013) defines the ‘releasability’ of language test specifications (specs) as the degree to which they are
shared outside of the test development team. In Japan, the releasability of test specs of university entrance
examinations is extremely low because universities want to keep them secret and/or because test specs do not exist
in the first place or exist only in the heads of item writers. The low releasability of test specs leads to their
nontransparency to test takers and therefore more room for diverse interpretations.

English language teaching in East Asia is said to be exam-driven, but Japan is unique in terms of the high
complexity of the university entrance exam system and the great diversity of English exams. These factors weaken
the direct impact of each exam to the test takers.

Despite the great number of reform plans implemented by the Ministry of Education, improvements in English
proficiency in Japan have been less than satisfactory. The change of entrance examinations, especially the adoption
of four-skill English exams, is expected to improve English language teaching in Japan significantly. This, however,

depends on how teachers and students interpret and prepare for the exams.
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