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SATO is the Deputy Director for International Planning for higher education and in charge of internationalization of
universities and development of global human resources since 2011. Between 2009 and 2010, he was the Unit
Chief for Public Universities. Prior to his appointment in MEXT, from 2000 to 2006, SATO was engaged in the
establishment and management of Akita International University that opened in 2004 during his services in Akita
Prefecture Government since 1996.

B.S. in International Relations, Minnesota State University, Mankato,

M.A. in Education, University of Tokyo
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New Directions English:
Role of English assessment in Internationalisation

Government Initiatives and Direction Regarding the Internationalization of Higher Education

With the increasing globalization of today’s society, the government and MEXT have set goals to strengthen English
competency and are promoting various measures accordingly. It is all the more important to set an example by
implementing forward-looking initiatives. If universities are able to change their English language education as well
as their English entrance exams, with both designed to equip students with more practical English language skills,
this would also send out a positive message to elementary and secondary education and the general public in
Japan.

Regarding the initiative to conduct courses in English, we believe it is unnecessary to change entirely to English.
This broader range of choice would provide excellent opportunities for foreign students to discover the benefits of
studying in Japan, while this would also be crucial in producing Japanese people who are aware of their Japanese

identity and capable of communicating and presenting Japan to the world.
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