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Prof. Han Baocheng, MA and PhD in linguistics, Professor of applied linguistics. He is now serving as Deputy
Director of Institute of Linguistics of Beijing Foreign Studies University (BFSU), and as a researcher for the National
Research Center for Foreign Language Education of BFSU. This is a key research institute for the humanities and
social sciences approved and supported by the Ministry of Education of China. Professor Han is also
Secretary-General of the Foreign Language and Literature Committee of the China Council for Self-taught Higher
Education Examinations.

Professor Han’s main research areas include language education and language assessment. He is particularly
interested in the understanding of the nature of language ability, second language proficiency development and
conducting research on teacher education and development. He is teaching courses on the MA programme:
Language Assessment, Research Methods and Statistics in Applied Linguistics. He is also supervising MA and PhD

students and coordinating research projects.
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What does a large-scale language test measure?

This presentation first provides an examination of some high-stakes large-scale English language tests sit by the
Chinese students and the purposes for which these tests are intended. After examining the different ways of defining
English language ability to be assessed in these tests, the speaker discusses the inadequacies of these tests in
construct definition. Drawing on the latest theory on language ability and research on the taxonomy of educational
objectives, the speaker proposes a tentative thinking-based language ability framework for developing and using
language tests. Within this framework language ability is defined as the ability of comprehending and expressing
information that learners exhibit when they apply their knowledge of language and of the world, and the strategies to
perform language use activities in a variety of contexts. Language comprehension and expression abilities can be
further classified into subcategories. The presentation concludes that language tests developed on this framework
are in favour of the learners’ thinking skills development via language learning and it also provides the basis both for

measuring learning and advancing learning.
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