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A Step in the Right Direction

Taisei Yamashita
Eiko Gakuen Senior High School, 2nd year

A whole new perspective on resource management and more cooperation between
different sectors: these are what we need to tackle climate change. They will enable a circular
economic model and adaptation.

The circular economy is the idea to maximize the value of resources by keeping them in
use. Since it is about recognizing the value of what was previously considered waste, it can
generate plenty of job opportunities while reducing the emission of heat-trapping gases. For
example, Macdonald’s UK run their delivery cars on biodiesel from used cooking oil. However,
this concept has not yet spread widely into society because it is still cheaper to sustain the old
manufacturing model.

Moreover, humans have to adjust to a changing climate as it is impossible to completely
stop the hazards and impacts of global warming. After exposure to floods and unusual
hurricanes, New York City and the American government invested huge amounts of money in
building a vast embankment, which also functions as a commercial facility. However, developing
countries face more serious challenges as they lack money, technology, and leaders to conduct
such projects.

Once people begin to value finite resources, companies will apply greener strategies in
their efforts to meet consumer demands. This will lead to a drastic cost reduction in technology.
This shift will complete the transition toward the circular economy. Projects such as constructing
coal power plants like the one my father is building in Indonesia, will disappear because they will
no longer be the only solutions cheap enough to meet the increasing demand of electricity.

It is also important that Governments collaborate with commercial industries and NPOs to
combine their strengths and cover each other’'s weaknesses. Leaders with broader knowledge
beyond boundaries can take sweeping actions against climate changes more effectively this way.
One company, su_re.co, teaches Indonesian farmers to utilize climate information and roast coffee
by themselves with clean energy generated from household and farm waste. Governments’
financial aid will enable this company to take bigger actions.

Appreciation of our limited resources and government cooperation with other sectors will
not solve climate changes immediately but are definitely a step in the right direction.



