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Rolling blackouts

Japan instituted rolling blackouts starting on March 14, 2011
due to power shortages caused by the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and
tsunami. The Tokyo Electric Power Company, which normally
provides approximately 40,000,000 kW of electricity, announced
that it can only currently provide about 30,000,000 kW, a shortfall
of 25 percent. This is due to the fact that about 40 percent of the
electricity used in the greater Tokyo area is supplied by reactors in
the Niigata and Fukushima prefectures. Two of those reactors, the
Fukushima Dai-ichi and Fukushima Dai-ni, were automatically taken
offline when the first earthquake occurred and have sustained
major damage related to the earthquake and subsequent tsunami.
Rolling blackouts of three hours are expected to last until the end of
April and will affect the Tokyo, Kanagawa, Shizuoka, Yamanashi,
Chiba, Ibaraki, Saitama, Tochigi, and Gunma prefectures.

(Wikipedia)
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As a result of the Tohoku earthquake and
tsunami, the Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant
was damaged. Consequently, Eastern Japan
has trouble providing enough electricity.
Therefore, rolling blackouts were
implemented beginning on March 14 because
of the power shortages.
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(A=JL1)

It is Ben from ABC College. | am writing to let you know that
the students and teachers at our college have been thinking about
Japan and the devastating disasters that have affected Japan over
the past few weeks. We hope you and your family and friends are
all well and that they do not have any relatives badly affected by
the tsunami. Please let your family and friends know that we are
saying prayers for you all in Japan.

(A—=)L2)

How are you? We are very worried about you and your family.
| hope that the earthquake has not affected you or the school.
What a dreadful tragedy to have happened! The earth seems to
have gone a little mad with the floods and cyclone here, the
excessive snow in Europe and now this. If there is anything that we
can do for you from here, please let us know.
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Write your reply. Include the following information
in your mail.

Where were you and what were you doing when
we had the earthquake on March 117

Explain what kind of inconvenience you
experienced from the rolling blackouts.

How can we prepare for the rolling blackouts?

Your personal thoughts on this earthquake and
rolling blackouts.
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Thank you for your e-mail. My family and |
are well. When we had the earthquake on March
11, | was playing the saxophone in the music
room. We stopped practice and got out of the
school building. Trains stopped and | couldn’t go
home. | stayed at school for the night. Because
of the rolling blackouts, we couldn’t come to
school by train and we stayed at home for one
week. We needed a flashlight to prepare for the
blackouts. | had such a strong earthquake for the
first time and | was really scared. We should save
electricity and help each other.
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