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RUTH MACKENZIE CBE  
 

Director, London 2012 Cultural Olympiad 

Curator, London 2012 Festival 

Artistic Director, Holland Festival 

Director, The Space 

Ruth Mackenzie CBE is the Artistic Director Designate for the Holland Festival, 

Amsterdam’s prestigious international arts festival, with her first festival being 

June 2015.   She combines this with working as the Interim Launch Director of 

The Space, a digital arts platform created by the BBC and Arts Council.  

She was most recently the Director of the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad, and 

Curator of its finale, the London 2012 Festival.  This official cultural 

programme for the Olympic & Paralympic Games was the largest UK Festival 

in the country’s history, involving over 25,000 artists from every country 

participating in the Games, and over 20 million attendances, 80% of which 

were free. She was General Director of the Manchester International Festival 

and Scottish Opera; Artistic Director of Chichester Festival Theatre, Executive 

Director of Nottingham Playhouse, Head of Strategic Planning for the South 

Bank Centre.  She has also been Consultant Dramaturg to the Vienna 

Festival, Consultant to the BBC, Tate, London Symphony Orchestra, British 

Film Institute amongst others and Expert Adviser to 5 Secretaries of State for 

Culture, Media & Sport in the UK Government.  She is currently working for the 

BBC, Arts Council, Imperial War Museum and the British Council in Israel and 

Palestine. 

 

 

 

 

MOIRA SINCLAIR 

 

Executive Director, London and South East, Arts Council England 

 

Moira Sinclair is a member of the Executive Board for Arts Council England. 

As Executive Director, London and South East she oversees a portfolio of 322 

funded organisations. As a Board member, Moira contributes to national policy 

development with a particular focus on the resilience and sustainability of the 

cultural sector and workforce development.  

 

She played a key role in the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games 

and continues to support its legacy. Before joining Arts Council in 2005, Moira 

was Director of Vital Arts. She has previously worked in local government, and 

in theatre and production management. A graduate of Manchester University 

where she studied drama, Moira became a Clore Fellow in 2004/05. She is 

also Vice Chair of Look Ahead Social Care and Housing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

JUSTINE SIMONS 

 

Head of Culture, Mayor of London 

 

Justine has worked for the Mayor of London for eleven years as the Head of 

Culture and is currently Acting Deputy Mayor for Culture. She has 

responsibility for the Mayor’s Cultural Strategy leading the Mayor’s creative 

industry investment programme which covers film, fashion, design. As well as 

overseeing City Hall’s work across music, theatre, international cultural 

exchange, visual arts, cultural policy and arts in the public realm.  She is the 

Director of the Mayor’s flagship public art commission for the Fourth Plinth in 

Trafalgar Square. 

 

She took a lead role in the development and realisation of the cultural 

programme for the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games - both as lead for the 

Mayor of London and Associate Creative Producer for London Festival 2012.  

Justine also founded the World Cities Culture Forum - a major global initiative 

on culture and the future of cities. It is a celebration of the importance of 

culture in the public and political life of 22 of the world’s most important cities.  

Prior to the Mayor’s Office, Justine worked in the field of contemporary dance 

for ten years with a variety of leading venues. Justine is currently Vice Chair of 

the Thames Festival, a board member of Artichoke, a member of the British 

Film Commission National Advisory Board, the London Design Festival 

Advisory Board, The British Fashion Council Board, the Platform for Art 

Steering Group (which is a London Underground public art commissioning 

programme ) and she is the Chair of Big Dance. 

 

 

 


