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Dr. Oryang Kwon is a professor emeritus at Seoul National University, Korea. He received his Ph. D from the
University of Texas at Austin, USA. Before he retired on August 31st, 2014, he devoted his professional career of 39
years to teaching and research in English language education and assessment, including 23 years at Seoul National
University. He served as the President of Korea TESOL, KATE (Korea Association of Teachers of English), and
KELTA (Korea English Language Testing Association). He has written numerous secondary-school English
textbooks which were approved and authorized by the Korean government, co-authored a book on the history of
English language education in Korea, edited a book titled, New Horizons in English Education Research (2014),

wrote numerous papers on ELT and testing, and presented at many national and international conferences.
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New Directions English:
Role of English assessment in Internationalisation

The State, Society, and Professionals in English Language Teaching and Testing

Education is inherently a political act. It cannot be freed from the political ideology of the state (Freire, 1988).
Teaching and testing English as a foreign language is more political than teaching any other educational subject in
countries like Korea, Japan, and China

English language education in these countries assumes unrivaled importance as it is deemed as a critical element in
the success of the individuals as well as the nations. Improvement of English language teaching and testing,
therefore, is of primary concern not only to professionals but also to the society of the country itself.

The present paper reviews the roles that the state, society, and professionals play in English language teaching and
testing in Korea. As their roles sometimes overlap and infringe upon others’, the paper also discusses positive and
negative effects of these three groups’ roles and draws some implications for the improvement of English language

teaching and testing.
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BB IABEWICBCANAEE THY .. BRDBUAKA TAOF—M DN B EETELL (Freire, 1998) , HEZSE
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ABXTIEBR. 2. ZMRIBEOEELFTICR-TREIEZERT L, oD RBNIEHTHLELEVICRE
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